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Ruth Sarah Reynolds 
 
old building was only a temporary fix, however.  It was not 
very solid and, of  course, was originally intended as a 
dormitory; rooms were hastily constructed to serve as 
offices, study rooms, or as home to part of  the 
collection.  Once Whitman had enough money, it was time 
to build a real library for the school. 

Ruth Reynolds was heavily 
involved in the planning of  
the new library, which would 
be named to honor Dr. and 
Mrs. Penrose.  Once Penrose 
Library had been built, the 
whole student body helped 
move the collection out of  
Reynolds Hall in an assembly 

line.  Ruth Reynolds said in an interview, “the thing that I 
liked about it was that after we got in there, the students 
felt it was their library, because they had had a part in it.” 
 Ruth Reynolds had essentially created Whitman’s 
library from nothing.  In addition to developing a 
collection worthy of  the liberal arts curriculum, she also 
maintained government documents and a large Pacific 
Northwest collection.  Reynolds always kept up with 
professional literature and academic library practice and 
even taught courses in library science and library economy. 

Upon her retirement, she was named Librarian 
Emeritus. A memory book composed of  letters from her 
peers, colleagues, and students revealed both the high  
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Benjamin Harris Brown 
 
Brown was a humble man who took pride in his students’ 
accomplishments over his own.  Whitman’s seventh 
president Chester Maxey said of  Brown: “He had a rare 
gift for original research and he knew how to make 
research deeply meaningful to his students.”  In 1924, 
three Whitman physics students entered a competition for 
a Harvard engineering scholarship.  The winner of  the 
scholarship hailed from Whitman and the runner-up, also 
from Whitman, did so well that he was offered a 
scholarship as well. The third Whitman student placed in 
the top ten.  All three were students of  Benjamin Brown.  
These students’ successes indicate the outstanding 
curricular strength of  Whitman’s physics program.  Brown 
even had an influence on non-physics students - his course 
in geology and astronomy for juniors was for a time the 
college’s most popular elective course. 
 Though he was an expert in physics, geology, and 
astronomy, Brown never let anyone address him as 
“Doctor” because he hadn’t been able to afford a 
doctorate.  When he was able to afford a car, he would still 
walk to campus because “he would have to drive by homes 
where he knew the people could not afford a car, and that 
embarrassed him.”  Brown also declined membership to 
Whitman’s Phi Beta Kappa society and to a neighboring 
institution’s Sigma Xi society. 
 To commemorate Benjamin Brown’s significant 
contribution to academics at Whitman and the Walla Walla 
community, an endowed physics professorship was created  
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Edith Hinkley Quimby 
July 10, 1891 -  
October 11, 1982 
 
 
 Edith Quimby graduated 
from Whitman College in 1912 
with a degree in physics and 
mathematics.  Under the 
instruction of  Benjamin Brown 
(physics) and Walter Bratton 
(mathematics), she was the first 
woman to earn this degree at 
Whitman.  According to Quimby, 
these professors “set the direction 
for [her] entire professional career.”  After Whitman, she 
earned a master’s degree in physics from the University of  
California at Berkeley in 1916. 
 Quimby went on the help develop radioactive 
techniques for the diagnosis and treatment of  cancer.  She 
was a physicist at the Memorial Hospital for Cancer and 
Allied Diseases; a professor of  radiology at Cornell; a 
professor of  radiation physics at Columbia; president of  
the American Radium Society (both the first woman and 
the first physicist to hold this position); and recipient of  
the Gold Medal of  the Radiological Society of  North 
America (the second woman ever to win this; the first was 
Marie Curie).  She also received honorary Doctor of  
Science degrees from Whitman College in 1940 and from 
Rutgers University in 1956. 
 

1962 
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Edith Hinkley Quimby 
  
 In an essay titled “Why Whitman?” that she wrote 
to inspire future generations of  Whitties, Quimby offered 
the following reflections on her alma mater: 

 
“[Whitman] was made possible for me by the offer of a scholarship 

to defray my tuition, and that was the best gift I ever had. . . .” 
 

“Everyone was soon given a sense of ‘belonging’ which was 
particularly significant for a raw recruit. . . .” 

 
“A girl majoring in physics was a real problem for some of [the 
faculty]. . . . [Mr. Brown’s] teaching and Mr. Bratton’s set the 

direction for my entire professional career. . . .” 
 

“I would venture to believe that for a majority of young people a 
small college offers a more satisfactory stepping-off place. . . .” 

 
 Quimby left many gifts for Whitman College, 
including several awards and medals.  Her classmate 
Newton E. Barrett ’14 said “no alumna/us stood higher as 
an example of  Whitman’s unique record of  preparation 
for graduate achievement.” 
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Benjamin Harris Brown 
March 4, 1866 - July 31, 1950 
 
 Benjamin Brown was a 
physics professor at Whitman for 
over 30 years.  When he started 
teaching at Whitman in 1895, all 
of  the science disciplines were 
grouped together in a single 
department. For a time it was 
Brown’s duty to teach all physics, 
geology, and astronomy courses; 
once the college had enough 
funds to hire more professors, 
Brown was able to specialize in 
physics. Whitman still lacked 
sufficient resources for science 
equipment, so Brown built it 
himself, including a machine that 
could measure the weight of  the Earth and a dart game 
for determining the value of  pi. 

“He used to ride around all 
over the country on his bicycle 

-- down to Wallula -- you 
would find him riding his 

bicycle around the cliffs down 
there, examining the rocks. . . . 
He was a most interesting man 
and a most inspiring teacher.”       

- Ruth Reynolds  

Grace Phillips 
 

Her generosity and enduring commitment to 
Whitman College not only strengthened opportunities for 
positive classroom engagement but also equally vital 
extracurricular experiences. 
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Grace Lewis Farnsworth Fisk Phillips 
February 9, 1893 - February 18, 1980 
 
 

 Though she only attended Whitman from 1909 to 
1910, Grace Phillips sustained a strong interest in the 
college.  She inherited this interest from her father and 
through their family friend, Dr. Stephen Penrose.  She 
completed her bachelor’s degree at Wellesley College, and 
earned an MA from the Columbia New York School of  
Social Work.   

Originally from western Washington, Grace Phillips 
established two Whitman student scholarships—the 
Edward L. Farnsworth Scholarship for a student from 
Wilbur, WA or Lincoln County, and the Andrew J. Phillips 
Scholarship for a student from Olympia, WA, named for 
her father and late husband, respectively.  

Throughout her lifetime, Phillips was a proponent 
of  the arts and a supporter of  her Episcopal Diocese.  She 
attended many Whitman commencements and events and 
spent decades tirelessly recruiting and encouraging high 
school students to attend Whitman.  She was a college 
overseer from 1955 through 1966 and remained an 
honorary overseer until her death in 1980. 

During her lifetime, Grace Phillips gave 
approximately $1.3 million to the college.  She was a 
donor to the Louis B. Perry Student Art Awards Fund, 
gave $30,000 for a swim timer and scoreboard system for 
the Farnsworth Pool, and contributed almost half  a 
million dollars to support faculty salaries. 
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Paul Willard Garrett 
1892/1893 - December 1980 
 
 
 After graduating from 
Whitman in 1913 and 
Columbia in 1914, Paul Garrett 
became a member of  the New 
Jersey State Chamber of  
Commerce, worked for the War 
Industries Board and the New 
York Evening Post, and eventually became the Director of  
Public Relations for General Motors. 
 Garrett believed in the power of  using good 
management to improve standards of  living for everyone 
via increased efficiency and industry growth.  He spoke at 
Whitman’s 1947 commencement ceremonies about the 
importance of  management in a speech titled “If  I Had 
Your Chance,” noting: 
 

“I entered Whitman in the belief that the most respected 
professions to which an ambitious young man might turn were the 

classical professions of law, medicine and theology.” 
 

“Management is not a title. Nor is it a salary bracket. It is a state of 
mind that needs to be assiduously cultivated.” 

 
 When he died in 1980, Garrett left a $5 million gift 
to Whitman College, which was credited to Whitman’s 10 
year $50 million fundraising campaign.  A few years earlier,  
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Virginia Dox 
1851 - 1940 
 
 Virginia Dox was a schoolteacher from New 
York.  Because of  her poor health, she moved West for 
the fresh air and became the first woman to be sent to a 
Native American reservation to teach.  Beginning in 
Oklahoma, Dox taught at many reservations and was 
made an honorary member of  nine tribes. 
 She became well-known for her skills in oratory, and 
was a much sought-after lecturer in the East.  Dox’s 
passion was for new colleges in the West and she 
developed a special interest in Whitman College.  She went 
on a country-wide lecture circuit in the 1880s to raise 
funds and earned $250,000 for Whitman.  According to 
Whitman’s third president Dr. Stephen B. L. Penrose,   

Paul Willard Garrett 
 

he also used $1 million to establish a 
trust at Whitman for scholarships and 
teaching fellowships, and “for the 
purpose of  extending the pre-
eminence of  Whitman College in the 
development of  future leaders of  
business and society.”  
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Virginia Dox 
 
these successes led the local community to begin to “feel 
that the College was a going institution and that its future 
had been assured by the securing of  adequate 
endowment.” 
 In gratitude for her service and in recognition of  
her scholarship, Whitman College granted Virginia Dox a 
full professorship of  philosophy, but unfortunately her 
health prevented her from ever taking the 
position.  Health problems only slowed her down so 
much, though; Dr. Penrose described her as “eloquent, 
dramatic, picturesque and indefatigable—she became filled 
with enthusiasm for the memory of  Dr. and Mrs. 
Whitman and the college founded in their honor which 
she had never seen. She devoted herself  with fiery ardor 
and tireless energy to completing the Pearsons 
Endowment Fund.” 
 Little else is known about Virginia Dox’s life, but the 
time and energy she devoted to the small school helped 
give Whitman the start it needed to become the school it 
is today. 
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Edith Hinkley Quimby 
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Benjamin Harris Brown 
 
 Brown was a humble man who took pride in his 
students’ accomplishments over his own.  Whitman’s 
seventh president Chester Maxey said of  Brown: “He had 
a rare gift for original research and he knew how to make 
research deeply meaningful to his students.”  In 1924, 
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Ruth Sarah Reynolds 
February 3, 1901 - March 1, 1985 

 
 Ruth Reynolds was a long-
time librarian of  Whitman 
College.  She graduated from 
Whitman in 1922 with a B.A. in 
English, and from the New York 
State Library School in 1926 with a 
Bachelor of  Library Science 
degree.  She returned to Whitman 
College to work at the library, and in 1932 she became the 
college’s head librarian. 
In those days, the library was a small room known as “the 
Shack” on the side of  Memorial Building.  When the leaky 
roof  and temperamental furnace in the Shack became too 
much, the library was moved to the largely unused 
Reynolds Hall (which used to be a girl’s dormitory, and 
was named after Ruth Reynolds’ grandmother).  The  

Benjamin Harris Brown 
 
in his name.  Brown also recognized the importance of  
connections between Whitman and Walla Walla and “went 
out of  his way to arouse the interest of  students and Walla 
Walla citizens alike in the nature of  events going on in the 
universe about them.”  
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Ruth Sarah Reynolds 
 
regard in which she was held and acknowledged her 
legacy: 

 
“. . . there seems to be general agreement among all of us that no 

one within living memory has contributed more in service to Whitman 
than you have and relatively few have even approached your outstanding 

record.” 
 

“What Whitman College has been, is, and will be, is to a large extent 
attributable to you who have labored so diligently with such devotion, 

with heroism, in the service of the institution you loved.” 
 

“appreciative and understanding of the needs of the scholar, student and 
research-minded professor; enriched our lives, influenced our careers, 

inspired and encouraged us; always a warm friend; was the best 
organization chairman; made the library truly outstanding; enlarged an 

interpreted the role of the library so that all of us could see its relation to 
the college community; created a well-planned library with readily 

available materials; distinguished in the profession….  

‘You are the Library.’” 



 

 

All information, photographs, and 

quotations were found in the Whitman 

College and Northwest Archives. 

 

Special thanks to Larry Beaulaurier and 

to everyone who, in small and large 

ways, has shaped the history of  

Whitman College. 

 

For further information, please contact 

the Whitman College Archives. 

 

 

Made possible by the Larry Beaulaurier 

Endowment. 

 

Larry Beaulaurier served as vice president for 

financial development at Whitman for many 

years, retiring in 1995.  His efforts raised 

significant amounts of  endowment funds for 

the college and also cultivated an interest in 

collecting and sharing the stories of  some of  

the lesser known benefactors of  the college.  

We are grateful for his support. 

 

This publication was made, in his words, “to 

contribute to the understanding and 

appreciation for the notable characters, 

donors and events relating to the formation 

and structures of  Whitman College which 

give it its special flavor.”  


